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| General Assembly, has the fbllowing — Among

o

earefully safegmarded in his hands.

THE REV DR WILSON AND THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH. IN IRELAND.

The Witness, veterring to those ministers un-
avoidably absent from the last meeting of the

the absentees in the ministerial ranks were |
several prominent and petent factors in ecclesi-
astical life. Dr Wilson (Limerick), tall and]
commanding in stature, asstraight in mengal and
moral build as in physical form—a, man with an |
innate capaeity for Church work, whether of the
deliberative or spiritual kind, for years a kind of
continueus Moderator, whether in the chair or on
the foor of the Assembly-—was, to the regret of
all, not able tobe present; and thongh theillnees
whieh detained him at home is not, we are glad
to hear, of a serious kind, all were sorry for the
absence of ome so wise in counsel, 30 able in
debate, and so mentally and spiritually clear-
sighted ; and if the part he played in the delibera-
tions of the Church was practically in conimis-
sion, and wag as well done as a Commission
usually does such things, all missed the gonial
Nestor to whom leaders, authorised and unau-
thorised, used to listen witi the reverential re-
spect due to commanding personal influence.”
T'he Witness has not, in the opinion of Limerick
ople, said & word too much jn favour of Dr
Vilson, ‘and they are glad to know that a due
senseof his worth isnot confined to those amongst
whom he has dwelt for close on half a ¢entury.
Dr Wilson has now completely recovered from
the illness which detained him at home, V

TN K .
THE SAD DROWNING FATALITY AT
'I'HE KING’S ISLANDG,
The remains of the late Privafe Miller, Hoyal
Highlanders (Black Watch), -who was aceident. .
ally drowned while bathing last Friday morning,

were interred yesterday afterncom, with full
military honours, The cortege left the New
Barracks at two o’clock, and on its way to the
King’s Island burial place, passed through the
Military Road, George-strect, and Patriel.strept,
at slow march, the brass band and the pipers
playing the dead marches alternately. ‘Ihe
firing party, consisting of thirteen men with
arms reversed, heasded the procession, after
which followed the band, and next the gun
carriage, which bore the cofin draped with the
Union Jack, and bearing a number of wreaths.
Two brothers of the deceased foollwed the coffn,
and then gome companies in double file,
after which came & number of hussars, also. in
double file, three officers bringing up the rear—
viz., Adjutant the Hon A. Murray in command,
and First Lieutenants MacFarlane and Eykyns,
An immense crowd attended, even a&. far as the
King’s Island, upon nearing which the pipers
played the “Adeste Fideles.” The Ser-
vice was performed by the Rev Dr Wilsou, and
the Army Chaplain, the Rev Mr Chapman.

The body of SBergeant Todd was recovered
yesterday afternoon near where the drowning
fatality took place. It was conveyed o the Naw
Barracks, where an inquest was held to-day at
one o’clock, and a werdict of accidental death re-
turned.” 'The funeral left the Barracks about two
o’clock for the King’s Island Cemetary, where the
remains were interred with the customary
honours. They wersfollowsd £ their Jast ting
place by the men of the regiment, a Body of
Hussars, and a detachment of the Munster |
Fusiliers, under Lisutenant Kimmet. A brothep.
in-taw of the deceased acted s chief mourr ...
The officer in command, Major "Coode, was
accompanied by Adjutant the flon. A. Murray,
Firab—l‘jieuten&nm Eykyns and Stewart, and
Second-Lisutenants Hamilton and Ewart.  The
Rev Dr. Wilson officiated A very large number
of the general publie wceompunied the funeral
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through the streets.
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| worked for the profit of somebody else—whether

that is to say, they should do their own business
or pay someone to do it for them—is at first
sight almost a foolish one to ask (hear, hear).
And yet when we began to advocate “ Co-opera-

tivg Dairying ” we were told by all our candid "

friends, moye particularly by those who prided
themselves on & spacigl knowledge of the Irish
character,-that we were wasting our time, that
we should never get the farmers to join together
a8 they would fidve ne hohﬁcienbe i s, and that
if they did not combine their societies ‘would fly -
to pieces as they would have no con fidence in each
other. Well, there was some reason in these fears,
espegially if we look back and never look forward.
I am not sgrry that our friends should exercise
great cdution in- disfinguishing between false
friends and true. For when we haye earned each
others confidence we shall work with a greater
zea], because we shall know that that confidence
Some people were always reminding

which, perhaps, without exaggeration, may be
called unbusinesalike {hesar, hear). T have great
confidence in the feeling that men ape dealing
solely with their jown property and their .own
affairs as & pobtent agency to enforce the obsar-
vance of business principles, Besides thereis a

-general determination among the new societies

to exclude political and religious affairs in the

conduct of their business (hear, hear). 'I'he most |

serions difficulty we have to encounter is
téchnical ignorance. It is this alone which seoms
for-the time tv ber our furiher progress. Itis
this which enables the proprietor with his
better epportunities of going about and obtain.
ing knowledge, with his larger capital available
for the employment of skilled laboyr—his com-
mercial instinet  which  shows™ itsélf in
readiness to weork at ‘a’loss rather than
close his factory when a future profit is in
sight (hear, hear)—=all these advantages enable
him~ to laggh at the aitempts of ignorant
farmers to gef back the management and
the profits of a basiness which from time
immemorial had belonged to ﬁ;e tiller of
the soil.  Now, we who are met hers to-day are
determined to work out this problem—how to
combine the advantages of community of interest,
which are inherent in popular control, with the

greater efficieney of the one man management

(hear, hear). We:are confident that our system,
with its aquitabje division of profits, its spirit of
mutual help, its governinant 0&31,18 people for the
people by the people, must ultimately preyail
(applause). Hut we recognise the advantage
which the.proprietor has‘in his greater knowledge,
and this we must obtain and eirculate amongst;
ourselveg, -Aas a first instalment of this educa-
bionnl movement we haye set before us, A8 you
see, a very elahorate list of subjects for discus-
sion. But the great principle to Frasp is this—
that if we want our movement to have the one.
man advantages, we must, whenever circum-
‘stances admit, act as one man (hear, hear). You
will see that the subjects for discussion comprise
several suggestions by which these societies can
and ought to act in co-operation with each other.
And if this.conference results in & step torward—
I think it will, and a long one, too—let not the
henefit of this friendly exchange of ideas he
limited to us who are present. Let us each not
as missionaries to all with whom we would worl,
and let not the extreme difficulty of the subjects
wo have to discuss—the feeling how little wa
know, how much there is to learn which grows
upon all honest learners—demp our ardour.
Depend gpon it that the work will bring its
reward to” those whe are struggling thereby to
improve their mugual position in gyreater comfort
and a manl'yn; igdepemienqg j £9 those. who aro
not themselves pecuniarly concetnyed in the konse
that they have helped to huild up a brighter and
happier future for onr
And may I conelude with n word upon my own
position with regard to this movement. The
(Government have done me the honour of asking

disheartened country. !
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